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I note these three contingencies, war, an Im-
perial Federation, and the steadiness of the
people and the independence of their governing
class, as likely, any one of them, to change the
present trend of things- The last is, of course,
the serious and valuable asset. For a thousand
years these people have held to the same general
lines of progress. Let the best govern, let Ihe
rest alone, and give us a workable not a theoret-
ical lead over our fences.

They will see some day, one hopes, that the
present day doctrines we have described are not
suited to their race. If they were not so par-
ochial, if they did not so confidently believe, as
Doctor Johnson once said, and as some of their
statesmen have broadly hinted many times since,
that "all foreigners are mostly fools," they would
be much nearer a realisation of this than they are
now. The ignorance of their masses, which is
complete, and even of their governors and gentle-
men, of the political and social and economic
methods of other countries is extraordinary. Of
what the very doctrines they are now tampering
with have done in France, in Germany, andCeven
in their own colonies, they are blandly oblivious.
They seem to be constitutionally unable to learn
anything from the blows other nations have
received, or are now receiving, they must be hit,